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Breaking boundaries: Edison
announces new OVATIONS! lineup

Medical News: Spouse selection
may drive you to drink — or not

Washington People: Syverud has
4 t\
a strategic plan for the School of Law I £L

It's the most wonderful time of the year
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

No more all-nighters. No more Thurtene Carnival. No more homecoming weekend festivities.
At least, not as students.
The world awaits.
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton will confer degrees
at the 146th Commencement ceremony, which begins
at 8:30 a.m. May 18 in Brookings Quadrangle. The
2,622 candidates will receive 2,735 degrees, of which
1,467 are undergraduate and 1,268 are graduate and
professional.
There are 558 doctoral candidates, comprising 108
for the doctor of philosophy degree from the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, two for the doctor of
science degree from the Graduate School of Engineering & Applied Science, 242 for the juris doctoris
degree from the School of Law, two for the juris scientiae doctoris from the School of Law and 204 for
degrees from the School of Medicine.
In the event of rain, Commencement still will take
place in the Quad. If the
weather turns violent, the
More inside ceremony for undergraduates will be moved to the
Commencement events
Athletic Complex, and gradcalendar. Page 4
uate and professional degrees will be bestowed at
Gallery of Graduates:
each respective school's
Read profiles of some
Commencement reception
of the University's most
(see listing on page 4).
interesting graduates.
Streaming video of thePages 5-10
ceremony will be broadcast
online at commencement
Other Commencement
.wustl.edu. The Webcast can
speakers. Page 11
be viewed in Room 110 of
January Hall and in Rooms
100 (wheelchair accessible)
and 118 of Brown Hall.
Tim Russert, managing editor and moderator of
NBC's "Meet the Press" and political analyst for
"NBC Nightly News" and the "Today" show, will
deliver the Commencement address. The title of
Russert's speech is "A View From Washington."
Russert also anchors "The Tim Russert Show," a
weekly interview program on CNBC, acts as a contributing anchor for MSNBC and is senior vice president and Washington bureau chief of NBC News. He
will receive an honorary doctor of humane letters
during the ceremony.
Russert, who joined NBC News in 1984, is no
stranger to the campus. He covered the three presidential debates WUSTL has hosted since 1992.
See Ceremony, Page 11

The May 18 Commencement celebrates 2,622 graduates. The ceremony begins at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quadrangle.

Spirited student speaker wants to 'soak it all in'
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

£ £ I think WUSTL is the best place we
I could ever have chosen to go to
school," said senior Ryon Buchman. "I
hope we can look back 10 years from
now and remember everything we've
accomplished here, because we've
accomplished a lot."
Appropriate words, given Buchman's
role as this year's student Commencement speaker.
Buchman, treasurer of the senior
class, is a candidate for bachelor's

degrees in computer science and computer engineering in the School of
Engineering & Applied Science.
"I've always loved logical problemsolving," Buchman said. "After taking
some computer science courses in high
school, I decided that's what I would
major in. The courses here have been
fantastic."
In fact, the Dallas native enjoyed his
time at the University so much, he's
decided to stick around. He plans to
complete an MBA from the John M.
Olin School of Business next May.

Wen wins New York Times reporting trip to Africa
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Between graduating from the
School of Medicine and
beginning a Rhodes Scholarship
this fall, Leana S. Wen will be
blogging about her observations in Rwanda, the Congo
and Burundi, Africa. She has
been chosen, along with a
Chicago teacher, to accompany
New York Times columnist
Nicholas D. Kristof on a threeweek reporting trip to Africa
this summer.
"I believe that doctors are in
the best position to correct
injustices in the world because
we are the natural storytellers
for our patients," Wen said. "We
see our patients' problems, we
hear their needs and we have an
obligation to communicate
them to the world."
This is the second year that
Kristof, a two-time Pulitzer
Prize winner who writes about
health, justice and social issues
in Third World countries, has
sponsored a contest for essayists

While he loves
computers, he realized
in his junior year that
he didn't necessarily
want to sit in front of
one and program for
the rest of his life. He
Buchman
hopes the business
degree, coupled with his interest in computers, will lead to more opportunities.
"I thought that a business degree
would be the perfect fit," he said. "It
will allow me to go into the project
See Speaker, Page 11

Two faculty elected to American
Academy of Arts and Sciences
BY GERRY EVERDING AND
MICHAEL

3807
Leana Wen speaks with fellow medical student Kao-Ping Chua.
Wen's essay was selected from among 2,000 entries as the winner of a contest to accompany a Pulitzer Prize-winner to Africa.

to accompany him to Africa.
Wen's and high school teacher
Will Okun's essays were chosen
from entries submitted by more
than 2,000 American college and
graduate students and middle
school and high school teachers.
Wen said while in college, she

considered becoming a foreignaffairs journalist before choosing medicine.
"I chose medical school
because I wanted a more direct
way of changing the world," she
said. "Now, I recognize that
See Africa, Page 11

C. PURDY

Two University professors have
been elected fellows of the
American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.
The new fellows are Helen M.
Piwnica-Worms, Ph.D., professor
of cell biology and physiology
and of internal medicine at the
School of Medicine, and Murray
L. Weidenbaum, Ph.D., the Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished
University Professor in Arts &
Sciences, professor of economics
and honorary chairman of the
Weidenbaum Center on the
Economy, Government and
Public Policy.
"I am delighted to have two of
our outstanding faculty receive
this tremendous honor," Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton said.
"Professors Weidenbaum and
Piwnica-Worms are two dedicated scholars, and this recognition
is well-deserved. This achievement symbolizes the good for-

Piwnica-Worms Weidenbaum

tune we have had at Washington
University in attracting premier
faculty."
Piwnica-Worms and Weidenbaum are among 203 American
men and women elected as fellows
this year by the academy, an organization formed in 1870 to cultivate the arts and sciences and to
recognize leadership in scholarship, business, the arts and public
affairs.
The academy's membership
of more than 4,500 includes more
than 170 Nobel laureates and 50
Pulitzer Prize winners. Fellows are
selected through a competitive
process that recognizes individuals
See Fellows, Page 4
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Six nonprofits win
innovation awards
BY SHULA NEUMAN

Establishing a skateboard park
for teens and providing
meaningful jobs for marginalized women are among the ideas
that won two students and four
local nonprofit organizations a
total of $125,000 at the second
annual Social Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Competition
(SEIC) Awards Ceremony May 3
in Simon Hall's May Auditorium.
The Skandalaris Center for
Entrepreneurial Studies and the
YouthBridge Association partnered to create the SEIC, which
was launched in September 2005.
The partnership has hosted a
series of workshops and networking events for participants and
last year, announced its inaugural
grants.
Leslie D. Michelson, founder,
CEO, investor, adviser and director for a portfolio of entrepreneurial health care, technology
and real estate companies, delivered the keynote address at this
year's awards ceremony.
The SEIC is designed to foster
growth for social entrepreneurs
who craft innovative processes,
approaches and solutions to help
resolve social issues. The winning
nonprofit teams successfully
proved that their ventures have
social value and that their group
has the ability to implement its
plans. This year's winning teams
were selected from a field of 24
entrants who submitted their initial business proposals after attending*^ Series of YouthBridge
workshops that began in September. The YouthBridge Association
is a 135-year-old organization
with the mission to fund and support multiple innovative youthfocused social ventures.
During the past 10 months,
the contestants participated in a
series of open judging events and
received feedback on their ideas.
This year's winners are:
• The Bridge St. Louis received
the $30,000 YouthBridge Award.
The Bridge will use its award to
establish a facility in St. Louis
similar to one it operates in Joplin, Mo., which offers teens a
skateboard park and concert
venue. The group also provides
computer labs, field trips and
other fee-based services. The
Bridge has operated in Joplin for
the past six years.
• One World Neighborhood
Cafe received the $30,000
Incarnate Word Foundation
Award. One World enhances the
lives of socially marginalized
women and their families by cre-

ating meaningful jobs that pay a
living wage and provide benefits.
One World also offers a variety of
educational opportunities in the
food-services industry to prepare
women for success with future
employers.
• The Miriam Center won the
$30,000 Deaconess Foundation
Award to fund an expansion of
programs offered by The Miriam
School. The center will address
the difficulties families face finding quality, centrally located and
coordinated therapies and services
for children with learning disabilities. Using fee-based services, the
center will offer diagnostics, therapies, tutoring, enrichment programs and educational consulting.
• The Nest received the $25,000
Skandalaris Award. The Nest
helps women in developing countries create sustainable income for
their families by providing microcredit loans for the creation or
maintenance of art-based businesses. To fund these loans, Nest
has partnered with more than 45
designers from six countries to
create an exclusive line of merchandise. The product line is sold
to boutiques and is available
through The Nest online marketplace.
Two students each received a
$5,000 award:
• Joy Clarke supports MOAR
for Life — South Grand Senior
Ministry Social Venture founded
by a member of the St. Louis
community. MOAR for Life helps
senior citizens safely live in their
homes while leading physically
and spiritually active lives. Clarke
will receive a master of social
work at the May 18 Commencement ceremonies.
• Felix Lloyd founded Cents
City, an online virtual environment that develops young peoples'
skills in math, reading and other
subjects while building their capacity to become financially savvy
adults. Lloyd is a graduate student
in English in Arts & Sciences.
The Deaconess Foundation
and the Incarnate Word Foundation also sponsor the competition.

Record schedule
After this issue, the Record
will phase into its monthly
summer publication schedule.
Issues will be published in
June, July and early August
before resuming weekly publication in late August. The next
issue will be dated June 14.

Montreal's Dynamo Theatre brings its whirling mix of gymnastics and theater to campus Jan. 12.

OVATIONS! Series 2007-08
Season promises artistic adaptation in music, dance, theater
BY LIAM OTTEN

Each year, the Edison Theatre
OVATIONS! Series presents
nationally and internationally
known artists performing works
designed to challenge, educate
and inspire.
The 2007-08 season — the
Edison's 35th — will highlight the
interdisciplinary, the multicultural
and the experimental through
a mix of returning favorites and
St. Louis premieres.
"This season is about breaking
down boundaries between genres
and disciplines," said Charles
Robin, executive director of
Edison Theatre. "We have events
that merge rock with opera, jazz
with tango, theater with dance,
film and even radio broadcast.
"Traditional art forms are
expanded," he continued.
"Classical works are re-imagined.
Contemporary styles find new
expression. For me, that's what
the Edison is all about."
The series opens Oct. 26-27
with the Reduced Shakespeare
Company, known as the "bad
boys of abridgment," in "Completely Hollywood (abridged)."
This epic edit of movie masterpieces centers on a self-indulgent
writer as he does battle with a
controlling director and preening
actor. The show is a send-up of a
century's worth of Tinsel Town.
The season continues Nov. 2-3
with Utah's acclaimed RirieWoodbuiy Dance Company,
which presents "Nikolais Dance
Theatre," dedicated to the work of

Sports
Softball team heads to
CWS for first time ever

Baseball returns to
NCAA Tournament

Track and field adds
more NCAA marks

The No. 13 Softball team is headed
to the College World Series for the
first time in school history after
defeating No. 17 Wartburg
College, 2-0, at the 2007 NCAA
Regional May 13 in Decorah,
Iowa.
Washington U. (32-5), which
won its 22nd straight game, will
take on No. 23 Plattsburgh State
at 6:30 p.m. May 18 at the James
I. Moyer Sports Complex in
Salem, Va.
In defeating Wartburg, senior
Laurel Sagartz threw her fourth
complete game of the regional,
allowing six hits while striking out
10. Freshman Ashton Hitchcock
was 2 for 3 with two RBI, while
junior Laura D'Andrea added two
hits in the victory.
D'Andrea and freshman Carter
Malouf joined Sagartz on the AllTournament Team.

For the third straight season, the
baseball team is headed to the
NCAA Tournament.
The Bears — who made previous NCAA appearances in 1982,
1983,1992,2005 and 2006 —
will play in the NCAA Central
Region Championship, which
runs through May 20 in Bloomington, 111.
WUSTL (30-9) earned an atlarge bid to the tournament and
is seeded No. 4. The Bears played
No. 3-seed Carthage College (3211) May 16, after the Record went
to press.
Washington U. won seven of
its final eight games to secure its
third straight 30-win season. The
Central Regional is a doubleelimination tournament, with the
winner advancing to the College
World Series May 25-29 in
Appleton, Wis.

The track and field team continued
its strong performance May 10-11
at the Dr. Keeler Invitational in
Naperville, 111.
In the 5,000-meter run, junior
Tricia Frisella posted an NCAA
provisional time of 17:33.58.
Classmate Tyler Mulkin turned in
a similar performance in the
10,000 meters, provisionally qualifying in 36:56.47.
On the men's side, junior Jesse
McDaniel just missed a provisional
mark in the 5,000 at 14:52.38. In
the field events, freshman Keith
England set a school record in the
javelin with an NCAA provisional
throw of 58.39 meters (191-7).
Sophomore Liat Rome broke
the school record in the discus
(40.99m), while senior Delaina
Martin improved her provisional
standing in the hammer throw with
a season-best mark of 49.10m.

innovative multimedia choreographer Alwin Nikolais.
Nov. 16-17, the New York
musical trio GrooveLily performs "Striking 12," a holiday
story — part musical theater,
part live concert — based on
Hans Christian Andersen's fairytale "The Little Match Girl."
The Pablo Ziegler Quintet
for New Tango, along with
Chilean vocalist Claudia Acufia
presents a special one-night-only
performance Jan. 18. Ziegler, a
longtime member of Astor
Piazzolla's New Tango Quintet,
was among the first to combine
sultry tango rhythms with the
energetic spontaneity of jazz.
Jan. 25- 26, LA. Theatre
Works, the nation's foremost
radio theater company, presents a
special live performance of "Top
Secret: The Battle for the Pentagon Papers," an original drama
based on documents secured
through the Freedom of Information Act.
Feb. 15, The Campbell
Brothers and Louisiana Blues
Throwdown present "Sacred
Funk," an exploration of the
gospel roots of New Orleans jazz.
The Campbell Brothers are grand
masters of sacred steel, a vital yet
litde-known African-American
gospel tradition built around the
pedal steel guitar. Louisiana
Blues Throwdown, led by slide
guitarist Marc Stone, is an allstar band featuring veteran masters and rising talents from the
Gulf Coast music scene.
Feb. 29-March 1, CoisCehn,
Ireland's acclaimed contemporary dance company, presents
"Knots," a series of high-octane
works based on the writings of
psychoanalyst and couples' therapist R.D. Laing.

March 28-29 brings !
Marshall & Company in "Cloudless," a group of 18 playful solos,
duets and small-group dances
structured in the form of a collection of poetic short stories.
The season concludes May 2
with The East Village Opera
Company, a powerhouse, 11member ensemble that brings the
towering emotion and timeless
musicality of opera into the 21st
century. Comprising a five-piece
band, a string quartet and two
outstanding vocalists, the troupe
specializes in hard-hitting, electrified arrangements of "La
donna e mobile" from "Rigoletto," "Habanera" from "Carmen,"
"Nessun dorma" from "Turandot" and other works — all performed at full length and in the
original languages.
The popular orations! for
young people series, which
offers specially priced Saturday
matinees for audiences of all
ages, opens Jan. 12 with Montreal's Dynamo Theatre in "me
me me ... ." This whirling mix of
gymnastics, theater, juggling and
mime tackles perhaps the toughest of all political arenas: grade
school. The series continues Feb.
16 with a special matinee performance by The Campbell
Brothers and concludes May 10
with Grammy Award-winning
roots-rockers DanZanesand
Friends.
Tickets for OVATIONS! events
are $30; $25 for seniors, faculty
and staff; and $18 for students
and children. Tickets for ovations! for young people events are
$8. Subscriptions are available for
both series.
For more information, call
935-6543 or e-mail edison@
wustl.edu.
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School of Medicine Update

Teen gets prosthetic
ear after accident
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Like any 17-year-old, Emily
Gravenhorst follows a routine
to get ready for a day of high
school. She showers, styles her
hair, puts on her makeup and eats
breakfast. And just before she
leaves, she puts on her right ear.
That ear was created in the
School of Medicine's maxillofacial
prosthetics laboratory, where a
dental specialist
and a technician
help patients fit
back into society
after disfigurement due to accident or disease.
Gravenhorst
lost her ear about
a year ago when
she was thrown
through the rear
window of her
car after hitting a
telephone pole.
She also lost most
of her blood, suffered bleeding in
the brain and
broke numerous
bones in her face, back and skull.
Amazingly, her body healed
almost completely, and she's
learned to accept her new ear.
"I just feel lucky to be alive,"
said the Evansville, Ind., junior,
who said the accident changed
her life. "I've become very positive
and make straight As," she said.
"And I live day to day."

For 27 years, W. Donald Gay,
D.D.S., associate professor of
otolaryngology, and Ann Vitale,
maxillofacial prosthetics technician, have worked as a team to
rebuild the faces of patients
ranging from age 3-80.
They craft artificial ears,
noses, eyes and dental devices for
patients with birth defects or
those who have lost part of the
face because of injury or cancer
surgery.
"You really help
to give people their
lives back," Vitale
said. "After all surgical avenues have
been explored and
surgeons have done
what they can to
save the patients'
lives, we do what
we can to preserve
their social acceptance."
Although there
are about 150 prosthetics labs nationwide, the University's laboratory is
unique. While
most prosthetic technicians specialize in one type of prosthesis
— eyes, ears, noses or dental
devices — Vitale makes them all
under Gay's supervision.
The facial prostheses are constructed of silicone, and the goal
is to make them unnoticeable to
the casual observer. Most are
attached with a medical adhesive

Ann Vitale adjusts Emily Gravenhorst's prosthetic ear in the School of Medicine's maxillofacial prosthetics laboratory. Left: A closeup of Gravenhorst's prosthetic ear.
each morning and worn until
bedtime. They last a few years.
Vitale joined the lab after
graduating from the dental technology program at Southern
Illinois University Carbondale.
Blending art with science, she creates two to three finished facial
prostheses each month.
The painstaking process
requires her not only to understand the science of metals,
acrylics and silicones, but also to
spend many hours sculpting and
painting.
"This is a process that's done

Spouse may 'drive you todrink'
but also protect you from alcohol
BY JIM DRYDEN

Men and women at risk for alcohol dependence are more likely to choose a mate who also is at
risk, School of Medicine investigators found. But that doesn't necessarily mean that both spouses will
be problem drinkers.
Alcoholism is more common
among partners of alcoholics than
among partners of non-alcoholics,
but not as common as it might be.
The researchers found that in
some cases, one spouse's excesses
with alcohol actually could help
protect the other from alcohol
dependence.
A team of researchers from the
University and from the Queensland Institute of Medical Research
in Brisbane, Australia, studied
5,974 twins born between 1902
and 1964 who were part of the
Australian Twin Register. They also
spoke with 3,814 of those twins'

spouses for the study, published
in the May issue of the journal
Alcoholism: Clinical & Experimental Research.
"As they say, 'like marries like,"'
said first author Julia D. Grant,
Ph.D., research assistant professor
of psychiatry. "Spouse selection is
not a random process, and we call
this non-random mating. People
tend to choose mates who are similar to them, not only from the
same neighborhood or socioeconomic background, but also
alike in personality and other
behaviors, We found that people at
risk for alcohol dependence tend
to marry others who are at risk."
Alcohol dependence is influenced by both genetic and environmental factors. Genetic influences explain about half of the
variance in a person's total risk for
alcohol dependence, while the
other half of an individual's risk
comes from environmental factors,

Programs prepare trainees for patient-oriented research
BY GWEN ERICSON

Two recently initiated School of
Medicine programs will grant
degrees and certificates this year to
their first classes. The Mentored
Training Program in Clinical Investigation (MTPCI) and the Predoctoral Interdisciplinary Clinical
Research Training Program
(PICRT) are preparing the next
generation of clinical researchers.
In addition to specialized medical knowledge, running clinical
research trials requires physicians
and scientists to understand study
design, statistical analysis, data
management, and ethical and legal
issues. Both programs, within the
Division of Clinical Sciences, part
of the BioMed 21 initiative, provide
students with this essential framework of knowledge.

MTPCI, directed by Bradley
Evanoff, M.D., chief of the Division
of General Medical Sciences, offers
master's degrees and certificates to
junior faculty, fellows and postdoctoral students.
PICRT, directed by Jay Piccirillo,
M.D., director of the Clinical Outcomes Research Office and professor of otolaryngology, trains students enrolled in doctoral degree
programs in several allied healthcare fields offering a short-term
and an intensive research core.
"We're very excited to be graduating our first group of scholars,"
Evanoff said. "This training will
help them develop successful
careers as clinical researchers."
MTPCI will grant three master's
degrees and five certificates, and
PICRT will grant three certificates
for the intensive program.

such as employment, interests,
friends and family.
"There's a lot of room for different factors to influence the
behavior of two people who are
married," Grant said. "One spouse
could work at a place where coworkers go out for a drink after
work. Or one spouse could be a
regular churchgoer, while the other
prefers to sleep."
Another aspect of environment
is the drinking behavior of one's
partner. The researchers found that
the impact of the partner's drinking
depends on whether it's examined
along with non-random mating.
Once the researchers accounted
statistically for the fact that "like
marries like," they saw that the additional influence of the partner's
behavior tended to reduce the likelihood of problem drinking. Grant
said that although non-random
mating means that a person with
genetic risks for alcohol problems
will tend to marry another with a
propensity toward alcohol dependence, it appears that when one
spouse begins to abuse alcohol, the
other might actually reduce alcohol
intake.
Grant plans to study how
spouses might influence each
other's risk of alcohol dependence
as well as other psychiatric disorders, such as depression, and how
those factors interact.
"Education is a key to reducing
risk for alcohol dependence," she
said. "Regardless of genetic risks,
there are other detrimental environmental factors associated with alcohol, including reduced educational
attainment and income, fewer social
and neighborhood support networks, higher rates of divorce and
single parenthood and exposure to
other psychiatric problems. We
need to make people aware of all of
their risks so they can take steps to
protect themselves."

by tiny increments and adjustments," Vitale said. "Every little
bit of wax that I add and then
may have to take off can make the
difference between a patient
being extremely happy or just
moderately happy."
Vitale and Gay also must
address patients' emotional concerns. Patients with supportive
families usually adjust to their
prostheses, but patients without
a solid support system often
struggle.
"They're the ones who are the
hardest to rehabilitate because

you can do everything physically
and technically, but you have
trouble getting through to the
psyche," Gay said.
When Vitale met Gravenhorst,
she was in early recovery but had
already developed a positive attitude. Still, the new ear was a hard
adjustment.
But Gravenhorst called Vitale
a few weeks later, as she was starting her junior year in high school,
to tell her how much she liked the
ear. She's also had the lab make
her a second ear — to wear in the
summer to match her tan.

Volunteers sought for study of
bone loss in breast-cancer patients
BY GWEN ERICSON

111omen with estrogen■ ■ responsive breast cancer
often are prescribed a drug
that reduces their estrogen levels. But because estrogen is
important to bone health,
there is widespread concern
about how the drugs, called
aromatase inhibitors, affect
bones.
A School of Medicine study
investigating bone loss in
women who take aromatase
inhibitors is seeking volunteers.
4
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tase is an
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enzyme that
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transforms
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and other
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androgens
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into estro^^
transforma- Villareal
tion represents the major, if not only,
source of estrogen in postmenopausal women.
So giving women aromatase inhibitors can result in
a near shutdown of estrogen
production, which can have
unwanted side effects.
"There are reports of an
increased incidence of fractures in women on aromatase
inhibitors," said Reina
Armamento-Villareal, M.D.,
assistant professor of medicine
in the Division of Bone and
Mineral Diseases and a bone
specialist at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital. "But studies show
that women respond differently to these drugs, possibly
because of variations in the
gene that produces the aromatase enzyme."
Scientists have identified
several variations of that gene,

called CYP19, that can result in
either increased or decreased
aromatase activity. This influences how aromatase inhibitors
affect estrogen levels.
The study will analyze the
sequence of the CYP19 gene in
volunteers to see which variation they possess.
"Our hypothesis is that
using aromatase inhibitors can
be associated with significant
bone loss, and the degree of
bone loss will be related to the
variations of the CYP19 gene,"
Villareal said.
Data collected from the
study will aid in establishing
the appropriate method of
maintaining bone health in
women who are given aromatase inhibitors.
"As more breast-cancer
patients use these drugs, more
may be expected to experience
osteoporotic [porous bone]
complications," Villareal said.
"We want to identify those
who would need early intervention to prevent bone loss
with aromatase-inhibitor
therapy."
Postmenopausal women
with breast cancer are eligible
to participate. The researchers
will compare bone loss in
women taking aromatase inhibitors with those not using
these drugs, so both groups are
wanted for the study.
Participants will receive free
bone-density scans and will be
tested for blood markers that
indicate bone turnover. Each
volunteer will be genotyped
for CYP19 variants to investigate any link between genetic
profile and bone loss.
Women interested in taking
part in the study or physicians
referring patients for the study
can call Villareal or Nicola
Napoli, M.D., at 454-8437.
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Beaumont Pavilion in Brookings Quadrangle is the site of the annual Commencement ceremonies. More than 2,600 graduates and some 12,000 guests will be on hand.

Commencement Events

University Events
'New Horizons' • Jazz
<T* •
Pain Management'
"University Events" lists a portion ot activities taking place May 17-June 20 at WUSTL.
Visit the Web for expanded calendars for the
Danforth Campus (webevent.wustl.edu) and
the School of Medicine (medschool.wustl
.edu/calendars.html).

Lectures
Friday, May 18
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "The
Infant Heart Transplant Recipient — A
Unique Pediatric Entity." Charles Canter,
prof, of pediatrics. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.
2:30-7 p.m. Gynecologic Oncology CME
Course. "Fifth Annual Gynecologic Cancer
Conference." Cost: $55. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. To register: 362-6891.
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical Society
Meeting. "New Horizons at Jupiter and its
Satellites." William McKinnon, prof, of
earth & planetary sciences. McDonnell
Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614.

Saturday, May 19
10 a.m.-4 p.m. School of Medicine asthma
screening. Saint Louis Science Center.
454-7376.

Thursday, June 14
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. Todd Golub, dir.,
cancer program, Broad Inst. of Harvard U.
and Mass. Inst. of Technology. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 454-7029.

Saturday, June 16
7:30 a.m.-noon. Urology CME Course.
"Highlights of the American Urological
Association 2007 National Meeting." Cost:
$35. Frontenac Hilton, 1335 S. Lindbergh
Blvd. To register: 362-6891.

This is a schedule of events for Commencement 2007. For more information,
visit the Commencement Web site at
commencement.wustl.edu or call the
Commencement Office at 935-5985.

Thursday, May 17
10:00 a.m. College of Arts & Sciences
Recognition Ceremony. Athletic
Complex, Field House.
2:30 p.m. School of Engineering & Applied Science Recognition Ceremony.
Athletic Complex, Field House.
8:00 p.m. Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts College of Art/Graduate
School of Art Recognition Ceremony.
Graham Chapel.

Friday, May 18
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble.

On Stage
Saturday, May 19
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. Dianne Reeves,
jazz vocalist. Cost: $30; $25 for seniors,
faculty and staff; $18 for students and
children. Edison Theatre. 935-6543.

Submissions
The next Record will be dated June
14. Deadline for "University
Events" submissions is noon
June 7.

8:30 a.m. Commencement Exercises In
Brookings Quadrangle.

Plaza. Rain Location: Mallinckrodt
Student Center, Lower Lvl., Food Court.
Sam Fox School College of Architecture/
Graduate School of Architecture &
Urban Design: Diploma Ceremony.
Brookings Drive Mall. Reception immediately following. Rain location and time: 3
p.m., Graham Chapel; reception following in Givens Hall.
Sam Fox School College of Art/Graduate
School of Art: Diploma Distribution and
Reception. Steinberg Hall Terrace. Rain
Location: Mildred Lane Kemper Art
Museum.
John M. Olin School of Business:
Undergraduate Diploma and Awards
Ceremony. Athletic Complex, Field
House. Reception follows in Simon Hall.
School of Engineering & Applied Science:
Undergraduate Diploma Distribution.
Lopata Hall, Rm. 324. Reception follows
in Lopata Gallery and Lopata Plaza,
i between Jolley and Cupples II halls.

The following programs begin at 11:15 a.m.
or immediately following the Commencement Exercises:

School of Law: Diploma Ceremony. Mudd
Field. Rain location: Athletic Complex,
Recreational Gym. Reception immediately following in Anheuser-Busch Hall.

College of Arts & Sciences: Diploma
Distribution and Reception. The Green,
west of Olin Library and north of Graham
Chapel. Rain Location: Athletic Complex,
Francis Gym.

George Warren Brown School of Social
Work: Diploma Ceremony. Graham
Chapel. Reception follows in Goldfarb
Hall, Lucy and Stanley Lopata Courtyard.

University College: Diploma Distribution
and Reception. Women's Bldg. Formal
Lounge.

Program in Occupational Therapy:
Reception. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. Diploma Ceremony immediately
following in Graham Chapel.

Graduate School of Arts & Sciences:
Hooding and Recognition Ceremony.
Edison Theatre. Reception follows in
Mallinckrodt Student Center, Bowles

Program in Physical Therapy: Reception.
The Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648 Washington Blvd. Diploma distribution and

hooding ceremony follow at 1:30 p.m.
The following program begins at noon:
.

Health Administration Program: Diploma
Ceremony. Sheraton Clayton Plaza Hotel,
Grand Ballroom. Reception immediately
following.
The following programs begin at 1 p.m.:
Program in Audiology and Communication Sciences: Recognition Ceremony
and Diploma Distribution. Central
Institute for the Deaf. Reception immediately following.
Program in Psychiatric Epidemiology:
Recognition and Diploma Distribution.
Pare Frontenac Building, 40 l\l. Kingshighway, Suite 4. Reception immediately
following.
The following programs begin at 2 p.m.:
Graduate School of Engineering & Applied Science: Hooding and Recognition Ceremony. Edison Theatre.
Reception immediately following in
Mallinckrodt Student Center, Lower Lvl.,
Food Court.
Program in Genetic Epidemiology: Diploma Ceremony. King Center. Reception immediately following.
The following programs begin at 3 p.m.:
Olin School of Business: Graduate Diploma and Awards Ceremony. Athletic
Complex, Field House. Reception immediately following in Simon Hall.
School of Medicine: Commencement
Recognition Ceremony. America's
Center (downtown St. Louis), Ferrara
Theatre. Reception immediately following
in America's Center atrium.

Tuesday, May 22
10 a.m. Midwest Regional Center of Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging
Infectious Diseases Research Guest
Lecture. "West Nile Virus Replication and
Host Response." Alexander Khromykh,
assoc. prof, of molecular and microbial
sciences, U. of Queensland, Australia.
McDonnell Pediatric Research Bldg.,
Rm. 8101.286-0432.

Wednesday, May 23
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Seminar. "Biochemistry and Inhibition of Membrane-embedded Aspartyl
Proteases." Mike Wolfe, assoc. prof, of
biological chemistry and molecular pharmacology, Harvard U. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinleyAve. 362-4152.

Thursday, May 24
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Neural
Circuits, Development and the Evolution of
Breathing." Paul Gray, asst. prof, of neurobiology. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.

Friday, May 25
9 a.m. Cardiothoracic Surgery Lecture.
Annual Thomas B. Ferguson Lecture in
Cardiac Surgery. "Innovations and Discovery in Cardiovascular Surgery." W.
Randolph Chitwood Jr., prof, of surgery, E.
Carolina U. Farrell Learning & Teaching
Center, Connor Aud. 362-7327.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"TGF-beta Regulation of Stromal-epithelial
Interactions in Cancer." Harold Mose, prof,
of molecular oncology & cancer biology,
Vanderbilt U. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-7437.

Thursday, May 31
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Diabetic
Flies with Tumors: My WashU Legacy."
Ross Cagan, prof, of molecular biology &
pharmacology. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.

Friday, June 8
4-7:10 p.m. Medicine CME Course. "Pain
Management." (Continues 7:30 a.m.-12:45
p.m. June 9.) Cost: $75. The Westin
St. Louis, 811 Spruce St. To register:
362-6891.

Fellows
New members will be
inducted in fall event
- from Page 1

who have made pre-eminent
contributions to their disciplines
and to society at large.
This year's new fellows and
foreign honorary members will
be welcomed during an Oct. 6
induction ceremony at the academy's headquarters in Cambridge, Mass.
Piwnica-Worms joined the
faculty in 1994 and soon became
a professor. She also is a Howard
Hughes Medical Institute investigator.
Her research has transformed
and refined scientists' view of
how the cell regulates its own life
cycle. She has helped show how
mechanisms known as checkpoints interface with the cell
cycle machinery to delay the
cell's progress through its life
stages. The delays provide cells
with important opportunities to
inspect their DNA for damage. If
damage is detected, cells can
attempt to repair it or selfdestruct to prevent that damage
from leading to cancer.
The insights Piwnica-Worms'
lab has generated have quickly
gone from bench to bedside,
inspiring and enabling clinical
trials for innovative new cancer
treatments.
Piwnica-Worms earned a
doctorate from Duke University
School of Medicine and did
postdoctoral research at the
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
Prior to her appointment at the

University, she held appointments
at Tufts University School of
Medicine and Harvard Medical
School and Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center.
Piwnica-Worms has won
national and international recognition for her scientific contributions. She was a Damon Runyon
Fellow and a Pew Scholar in the
Biomedical Sciences.
In addition, she was a recipient
of the Spirit of Health Award for
Cancer Research from the American Cancer Society. She has been
elected a fellow of the Academy of
Science-St. Louis and was elected
to the board of directors of the
American Association for Cancer
Research.
At the University, she has
served on search committees for
the heads of several medical
school departments and on the
Medical Science Training
Admissions Committee for nine
years. In addition, she helped
build the molecular oncology
program.
At Siteman Cancer Center, she
leads the Cellular Proliferation
program and is a member of the
Siteman Cancer Center Executive
Committee, the Siteman Cancer
Center Basic Science Leadership
Committee and the Cancer
Biology Pathway Selection
Committee.
Piwnica-Worms recendy won
the University's Carl and Gerty
Cori Faculty Achievement Award
(see story in May 10, 2007,
Record).
Weidenbaum has been a faculty member in the Department
of Economics in Arts & Sciences
since 1964. A highly influential
economist and policy adviser, he
has a legacy in the academic, cor-

"This achievement
symbolizes the good
fortune we have
had at Washington
University in attracting
premier faculty.,,
MARK

S. WRIGHTON

porate and governmental realms
that began in the early 1960s. He
has served or advised five U.S.
presidents.
During the Truman and
Eisenhower administrations, he
served on the U.S. Bureau of the
Budget staff. He was the first
assistant secretary of the treasury
for economic policy in the Nixon
administration. In 1981-82, while
serving as chairman of President
Reagan's Council of Economic
Advisers, he was instrumental in
crafting the administration's economic policy and was an important public voice for the administration on economic and financial issues. From 1982-89,
Weidenbaum was a member of
the President's Economic Policy
Advisory Board.
Weidenbaum did a stint in the
corporate world as the chief
economist for The Boeing Co.,

but he devoted most of his time
outside of government service to
teaching and research, first at
Stanford University, then Washington University.
In 1966, he became full professor and chair of economics. In
1975, he founded the Center for
the Study of American Business at
the University, serving as its director for most of the period leading
up to 2000, when he retired as
director and the center was renamed in his honor.
Weidenbaum is the author of
10 books, including "One-Armed
Economist: On the Intersection of
Business and Government"; "The
Bamboo Network: How Expatriate
Chinese Entrepreneurs Are Creating a New Economic Superpower
in Asia"; and "Small Wars, Big
Defense: Paying for the Military
After the Cold War." His 2005
memoir, "Advising Reagan: Making
Economic Policy, 1981-82," covers
his time in the Reagan administration. He has published hundreds of
articles and essays in scholarly
journals and in the nation's top
newspapers and magazines.
Weidenbaum earned a bachelor's degree from City College of
New York, a master's degree from
Columbia University and a doctorate from Princeton University.
In 2006, Weidenbaum received the
William Greenleaf Eliot Society's
highest honor, the Search Award.

Violent weather plan
The decision for implementing the violent weather plan for
Commencement ceremonies will be made by 7 a.m. May 18.
Major local radio and TV stations will be given the information,
and it will appear on wustl.edu and be announced through campus
e-mail.
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Friedman charts own course through scholarship, service
BY STEVE GIVENS

Jessica L. "Jess" Friedman may
not know where she'll be in
five years, but no one can
doubt her navigational skills.
Between her sailing abilities, GPS
mapping systems experience and
a highly developed sense of place
and purpose, she'll get wherever
she's headed.
Friedman, who grew up in
Durham, N.C., graduates with a
bachelor's degree in earth and
planetary sciences in Arts &
Sciences and an
impressive list
College of
of awards and
Arts & Sciences
accomplishments, including twice receiving the distinguished Morris K. Udall Scholarship and an honorable mention
on USA Today's 2007 All-USA
College Academic Team.
Along the way, her educational
experiences on campus as part of
the Pathfinder Program for Environmental Sustainability in Arts
& Sciences have been augmented
by a number of off-campus and
international educational and research opportunities.
Those opportunities included
an "education at sea" experience
that took her to the South Pacific,
an interdisciplinary course to
study geological and ecological
processes in the Mojave Desert
and two summers (and an honors
thesis) studying soil loss in
Croatia.
She already has contributed to
several professional presentations
on soil erosion with her mentors
in earth and planetary sciences,
who recognized her abilities
early on.

Jessica Friedman learned the ropes on a six-week sailing expedition
from Tahiti to Hawaii aboard a 135-foot schooner. An adventurous
spirit, Friedman also traveled to Croatia during her time at WUSTL.
"Jess has a wide-ranging mind
and a real passion not just for the
acquisition of knowledge, but for
its application," says Jennifer R.

Smith, Ph.D., assistant professor of
earth and planetary sciences.
"From the first time I encountered
her, she's been excellent at synthe-

sis, at reconciling multiple lines of
evidence and making a coherent
whole out of disparate parts. She's
also always more than willing to
try something new, which has
resulted in her having a remarkable breadth of experience."
When Smith said she needed
someone to go to Croatia with
her, Friedman had no hesitation.
She went for two summers,
working on an archaeologicalgeological project and becoming
adept at using Global Positional
Systems to create detailed maps.
"I wore this GPS unit on my
back that looks like I'm communicating with aliens, but what I'm
actually doing is communicating
with satellites," she says.
Her next global adventure led
her to a six-week sailing trip
from Tahiti to Hawaii aboard a
135-foot schooner. On the voyage, during which she learned to
sail and perform all the operations of the boat, she designed
and implemented a research
project on the mixing of saltwater and rainwater and its relation
to weather conditions and El
Nino. She had little previous sailing experience, but she took to it
quickly.
"There were people who
wanted off, but there was a core
group of us that just really fell in
love with it," she says. "I stayed
on for a few days at the end and
just helped them get ready for the
next batch of students that were
coming on, tightening knots and
making sure all the rigging was
stable."
As focused and driven as
Friedman is about her academic
and research interests, she'd perhaps be forgiven if she found lit-

tle time in her day to help others.
But that wouldn't be her.
She serves as a teaching assistant and peer adviser in a campus
program called Women in
Science, which she designed
and facilitated with Barbara A.
Baumgartner, Ph.D., associate
director and senior lecturer in
Women and Gender Studies, and
Regina F. Frey, Ph.D., senior lecturer in chemistry and director of
The Teaching Center, all in Arts &
Sciences.
Friedman also has been heavily involved in the Sexual Assault
and Rape Anonymous Helpline
as a trainer and facilitator.
Indeed, Friedman is putting
graduate school on hold to help
others. She has been accepted
into Teach For America and will
be teaching middle school or
high school math in the Mississippi Delta.
She believes that working with
the non-profit organization will
give her the opportunity to connect her passions for the environment, education and justice.
As a teenager, Friedman attended The North Carolina
School of Science and Mathematics — which draws students
from all socio-economic backgrounds — and discovered that
many students from rural areas
were disadvantaged in math and
science.
"Because I was exposed to
that, it was just really important
to me to teach in a rural area,"
she says.
So what course will Friedman
have navigated in five years?
Nothing's clear except one thing:
She will have relished the journey
of discovery along the way.

Coming to America: Yousefi is an Iranian success story
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

At 28, Shahrouz Yousefi is
older than most of his peers
graduating May 18. But had
he stayed in his native Tehran,
Iran, he would not have gone to
college at all.
The Islamic government imposes restrictions on members of
Yousefi's Bahai Faith. The religion
arose in Iran in mid-19th century
and, next to Islam, is the second
most popular religion in Iran
with 300,000 members in that
country and 6 million worldwide.
While Jews and Christians can
seek higher education in Iran,
Bahais cannot.
"I felt this persecution since
childhood," Yousefi says. "They
view our reliSchool of
gion as the last
Engineering &
one to arise
Applied Science
after Islam, and
they think there
should not be any religion after
Muhammad.
"I am not talking about
Muslims," he adds. "I have many
Muslim friends. I'm talking about
the Iranian government."
In the revolution of 1979, fundamentalists confiscated Bahai
property and killed more than
200 Bahais, Yousefi says. His
father, like many Bahais, lost his
job.
To survive, the elder Yousefi
bought a truck and began delivering fuel oil. Yousefi's older brother
assists in the business. His mother
works in their home, which the
Iranian government has threatened to confiscate, Yousefi says.
Drawn to electronics all his
life, Yousefi decided to leave Iran
in 2001 to pursue the education
he desired.
He stays in touch with his

family — which supports his
decision — by e-mail and phone,
but he hasn't returned to his
birthplace.
America was his dream. But
there hasn't been a U.S. embassy
in Iran since 1979. So, he immigrated to neighboring Turkey,
where he applied for immigration
status in the United States. A U.S.
official worked with him, and an
agency arranged to send Yousefi
to St. Louis, about which he knew
little.
While he had a reading knowledge of English, he needed help
speaking the language and following accents and dialects. The
International Institute St. Louis
provided lodging and food and
enrolled him in a class to help
improve his English.
He ended up enrolling in
English as a Second Language
classes at St. Louis Community
College at Forest Park and began
a full-time job as a parking attendant.
His language skills sharpened,
and he gradually took more
courses, doing so well that he
became a member of Phi Theta
Kappa honor society.
He told his college adviser,
Sandra Knight, that he wanted to
get a degree in electrical engineering. He eyed Washington University early on but ruled it out as
too expensive. Then, Knight suggested something that changed
Yousefi's life.
"She encouraged me to apply
here and to seek out scholarships," Yousefi says. "She said
there was lots of opportunity
here."
In the process of seeking
scholarships, he was interviewed
for a special award: the Elizabeth
Gray Danforth Scholarship.

Shahrouz Yousefi likes to lift weights as a respite from what he calls the speedy pace of academic life.
But he kept up fine, despite knowing little English when he emigrated from Iran.
Offered through the Women's
Society of Washington University
and named for the University's
First Lady for 24 years, the late
Elizabeth Gray Danforth, the
scholarship goes to junior college
transfer students.
Yousefi earned the scholarship.
"I was overjoyed to get the
scholarship," says Yousefi, who
will receive a bachelor's degree in
electrical engineering from the
School of Engineering & Applied
Science. "I so much want to thank
the Women's Society of Washing-

ton University. Without them, I
never would have studied here.
They really made my dream come
true."
Yousefi finds the campus beautiful and the faculty friendly and
challenging. The pace, he says, is
speedy. For relaxation he plays
soccer and works out regularly at a
local YMCA.
After graduation, Yousefi is
leaning toward accepting a job
offer with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office in Alexandria,
Va., to gain experience and save

money for graduate school.
Teaching is a future possibility.
Whatever Yousefi chooses, his
adviser, Joseph A. O'Sullivan,
thinks he'll meet with success.
"My first meeting with Shahrouz went twice as long as scheduled — it is a real pleasure to talk
with him," says O'Sullivan, Ph.D.,
the Samuel C. Sachs Professor of
Electrical Engineering.
"He has overcome so much
already," O'Sullivan adds. "I have
confidence he will represent our
University well."
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Gwynn is making up for lost time in a big way
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

For someone who didn't exactly know what he wanted to
do after college as recently as
his junior year, Kendrick Gwynn
sure has figured out a plan in a
hurry.
Gwynn, a biology major in
Arts & Sciences who will receive a
bachelor's degree May 18, plans to
attend medical school in the fall
and work toward a medical degree and a master of public health
at the same time.
His decision
College of
stemmed
from
Arts & Sciences
two experiences
he's had during
his undergraduate years.
First, he returned home to
Maryland during the summers
and worked in a summer research
program.
"For two years, I worked with
Project Export, a health-disparities research training program at
the University of Maryland,"
Gwynn says. "My mentor was an
epidemiologist, and I worked with
her doing basic studies of race
and ethnicity in medicine. One
year, I researched race and ethnicity and pharmaceutical drugs, and
the second year, I looked at race
and ethnicity and how it's presented in medical texts."
The other experience was volunteering for the non-profit free
clinic Community Health-InPartnership Services on North
Grand Boulevard in St. Louis. The
clinic provides primary care,
health screenings, wellness programs and support groups for the
underserved and uninsured regardless of ability to pay.
"Most free clinics that are federally sponsored still charge a fee
for patients," Gwynn says. "This

Kendrick Gwynn (left) talks with Jonathan M. Green, M.D., assistant professor of medicine and of pathology, at the Community Health-ln-Partnership Services free clinic where Gwynn volunteers. Gwynn
wasn't sure of his future plans until his junior year, when he decided to pursue a medical degree and a
master of public health. He has been accepted to three programs and is deciding his plans for the fall.
clinic is a comprehensive holistic
clinic — it has everything from
internal medicine, acupuncture,
behavioral support groups, diabetic
support groups, and it has a social
worker on staff. It's a very holistic
model."
The clinic also has a large community outreach program, for
which Gwynn volunteered during
his sophomore and senior years,

taking time off only for studying
— and taking — the MCAT, the
medical school entrance exam.
Through those experiences,
Gwynn realized that despite being
somewhat undecided about his
future, he wanted to help those
less fortunate.
And that helped make mapping out a plan much easier, at
least for now.

"I'm not exactly sure what I
want to do with it yet, but I know
I want to do something with
health disparities," Gwynn says.
"When I spent the two summers
in the University of Maryland
research program, I went to seminars and saw how big the problem is. Just within this country
alone, there is a big gap between
people who don't have health

insurance and those who do, and
it's not just based on race.
"That's one of the reasons I
want to go get a dual degree," he
continues. "If you have an MPH
alone, you don't have as much say
as if you have the M.D., too. I
think you can make a lot more
change if you have both of those
degrees. Also, if you are a doctor,
you are trained to deal specifically with the patient, whereas in
public health, you are trained to
deal with the population as a
whole.
"Plus, I've always had an interest in doing a socially active
thing," he adds.
Which was evident from his
days at the McDonogh School in
Owings Mills, Md. Sharon Howell, director of diversity at McDonogh, started a diversity initiative at the school. She found five
students who were interested in
tackling the issue of diversity, and
those students tried to create initiatives to be presented to school
administrators.
Gwynn was one of her students.
"Kendrick distinguished himself by affecting school change,"
Howell says. "He devised a plan
and employed students to assist
him in a grassroots effort to
modify the school's response to
hateful acts. Kendrick's modest
sense of self helped to create an
atmosphere of social change and
compassionate dialogue.
"Kendrick really understands
the concept of teamwork," she
adds. "He's unselfish in his pursuit of the truth. He's organized,
focused, goal-oriented. Kendrick
has a powerful passion for equality and justice."
It appears he's found the right
path.

Creativity drives Bartholomew to make ordinary extraordinary
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

For as long as he can remember, Mark Bartholomew has
loved working with his hands.
As a child, he played with the tools
in the family garage and always
came up with a new project crafted from recycled materials.
Later, he considered practicing
medicine.
"I spent a lot of time studying
an anatomy book that was handed
down to me," says Bartholomew,
whose two older siblings are doctors. "But I could never escape my
creative tendencies and needs."
When it came time to head to
college, Bartholomew left his
hometown of Worland, Wyo., a
small farming community in the
foothills of the Big Horn Mountains, knowing exactly what he
wanted to do: build a career
devoted to art.
"I view art as
Sam Fox School
a functional,
of Design &
fundamental
Visual Arts,
human behavCollege of Art
ior," says Bartholomew, who
will receive a bachelor of fine arts
in sculpture May 18 from the Sam
Fox School of Design 8c Visual
Arts' College of Art.
"Throughout history, the arts
have been integrally entwined
with ritual practices, religious
beliefs and other important communal activities," he adds.
"In this way, art brings comfort
to a world filled with uncertainty,"
he continues. "It adds an aesthetic
embellishment to otherwise ordinary activities. For example, dance
is movement made extraordinary;
song is speech made extraordinary."

Bartholomew's approach to
making art mirrors his views. He
transforms everyday objects —
candy, balls, grains of rice, toy figurines — by making molds from
them and casting them into new
ceramic forms.
"The original objects are
destroyed and re-emerge as art
objects, stripped of their function,
in a permanent clay-fired form,"
he says.
The finishes on the works
reflect the colors of the landscape
of Bartholomew's youth: painted
deserts, old farm buildings,
weathered fences, banded rock
and eroding canyons.
He spends so much time in the
studios of the Lewis Center and
Walker Hall, he calls them "my
second homes."
But Bartholomew finds time
for other pursuits.
"Washington University has a
full-fledged school of art, but it
comes with a full University," he
says. "I knew I would be able to
explore other interests here and
get a well-rounded education."
When asked how he has
changed in the past four years,
Bartholomew muses, "I've gotten
older."
Ask Jill Downen the same
question, and you learn a bit
more.
"What has impressed me most
about Mark's development is his
consistent character," says
Downen, visiting assistant professor in the Sam Fox School. "He is
a generous, humble and reflective
person. From his internship in my
studio as a sophomore to his service trip to Africa as a senior, he
has given much of himself."
Active in the Catholic Student

A creative need led Mark Bartholomew from medicine to art. He transforms everyday objects, such as
keys, into artworks by making molds from them and casting them into ceramic forms. His work reflects his view of giving purpose to each experience, something he hopes to share through teaching.
Center, Bartholomew traveled to
the African country of Malawi,
where he joined a United
Nations-commissioned effort
called The God's Child Project. In
the village of Bakasala, he and
other University students cleaned
and painted an orphanage and
helped rebuild schools.
"Aside from the physical work,
we spent time with the people to
learn the Malawian way of life,"
Bartholomew says.
He also has made trips to

Mississippi to assist victims of
Hurricane Katrina.
In addition to sharing his
time, Bartholomew wants to
share his knowledge. His role as
director of an art program at a
St. Louis County camp last year
left little doubt as to his next
step: He plans to pursue a master's degree in art education for
kindergarten through high
school.
"I've found that I enjoy teaching," Bartholomew says. "I've

taken great courses with great faculty who have inspired me. I want
to he able to pass this on."
Through teaching and art,
Bartholomew will continue his
course of transforming the world
of ordinary objects, people and
experiences into the extraordinary.
As Downen says: "Mark looks
to each experience to provide
meaning and purpose. He truly
aspires to make a difference in the
lives of others."

(
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Westbrooks seeks a different kind of 'green'
BY SHULA NEUMAN

Iost boys dream of being
professional baseball players. Stephen Westbrooks
dreams of owning a baseball
team. And not just any team —
Westbrooks plans to own the St.
Louis Cardinals.
The dream may sound grandiose, but Westbrooks' self-confidence and affability make it easy
to believe he can do anything he
sets his mind to.
"I knew I wanted to be an
entrepreneur," says Westbrooks,
who will receive
an MBA May
Olin School
18. "I worked in
of Business
the financialservices industry selling bonds and mutual
funds for a while. But I knew I
wanted to be an entrepreneur,
and I wanted harder skills like
finance and accounting — skills
that could help me put together a
business plan and attract startup
capital."
Westbrooks wasn't sure what
kind of venture he wanted to start
— at least not prior to starting
business school. Then, he came
across an article on green building and sustainability that pointed him in the right direction.
"Building green is a capitalist
endeavor," Westbrooks says.
"There are lots of ways where saving the environment can be quantified and turned into real dollars.
I'm going to do it through realestate development."
Soon after starting at the John
M. Olin School of Business,
Westbrooks joined forces with
classmate David Ramirez to
found Natural Capital. The company's first project is developing

Mi

15 energy-efficient, market-rate
homes in the Old North St. Louis
neighborhood.
The plan has generated a
good deal of excitement. The
pair entered several business-plan
competitions, making it to the
finals of the Olin Cup Competition and winning the William
James Foundation competition
for socially responsible businesses.
The St. Louis native believes
Natural Capital is about two
years from having all the homes
built and sold.
As with Westbrooks' vision of
owning the Cardinals, it's difficult to imagine that Natural
Capital won't succeed.
"He takes care of business and
does it right," says classmate Malcolm Simpson. "He's very resultsoriented."
Simpson says he admires the
gumption it took to start Natural
Capital, although prior to meeting Westbrooks, he hadn't heard
of green building or sustainable
design. Now, he is sold on both
the concept and the project.
Simpson notes that a huge
helping of friendliness, compassion and humor enhances
Westbrooks' talent for business.
Those qualities became clear
during a trip to China Westbrooks and Simpson took in
spring 2006 as part of the "Global
Management Studies" class.
"We often ate dinner at
restaurants that served the food
family-style, with all the dishes
on a Lazy Susan in the center of
the table," Simpson recalls. "Steve
would stick a chopstick into one
of the dishes and spin the Lazy
Susan. When the tray stopped
spinning, whoever was closest to

As an MBA candidate, Stephen Westbrooks and a classmate founded Natural Capital and developed
plans for energy-efficient homes for a North St. Louis neighborhood. After graduating, Westbrooks
plans to continue the venture and expects to have all the homes built and sold in about two years.
the chopsticks had to pay for dinner. It was a great way to bring
people together and have a good
time. He is always eager to make
sure that everyone is involved."
During his time at Olin,
Westbrooks has not been shy
about making the most of the
school's resources. In addition to
entering the Olin Cup Competition, Westbrooks is active with
the Consortium for Graduate
Study in Management, an organi-

zation that promotes diversity in
business and business schools. He
also is a member of the Regional
Business Council.
These experiences provided
Westbrooks with an extensive network of people and resources.
Westbrooks says the classes he
took and his involvement with the
Skandalaris Center for Entrepreneurial Studies helped build his
skills beyond expectations.
Still, if there's one thing he's

learned, it's the importance of
consulting with others.
"It's scary to venture out on
your own," Westbrooks says. "I've
spent most of my time here
working on Natural Capital. A lot
of my classmates are leaving town
for nice jobs, but that's not for
me, not in the long run. I'm
already reaping the rewards personally. I think it's just a matter
of time before I will also enjoy
the financial rewards."

From police work to therapy, Walker helps others
BY BETH MILLER

Kimberly A. Walker, OTD, is a
perfect example of the saying, "If you want something
bad enough, you'll find a way to
make it happen."
Walker, who earned a doctorate in occupational therapy in
December, has exemplified the
spirit of determination since
birth, a difficult one in which her
twin was stillborn, and Walker
was left with cerebral palsy. But
she has never let it get in her way.
"Having a disability doesn't
mean that you have to stop doing
things," she says. "You do things a
little differently, or you do different things."
Walker cites the unwavering
support of her encouraging parents as a key to her success.
Walker, who says she always
had an interest in the medical
field and occupational therapy,
started working at age 14 in a
family owned
School
drug store.
of Medicine
At age 17,
she told the
owner she wanted the position of
pharmacy technician. Although
the store's owner was initially
concerned about her ability to
meet the physical requirements of
the job, he agreed to let her try it,
and she flourished.
After high school, she considered studying occupational therapy because of her positive experiences with it.
"I was always drawn to occupational therapy because the therapists I worked with were good
about asking me what I wanted to
do and helped me find ways to
make it happen," she says.

Kimberly A. Walker, OTD (right), works in the Enabling Mobility Center at Paraquad with patient Lindsay
Ervin. Walker, a December 2006 graduate, has personal experience living with a mobility limitation,
which taught her that assistive technologies can be the difference between participating in activities
and being left out, says Walker's mentor David Gray, Ph.D.
But there wasn't a university
near her home in central Florida
that offered a degree in occupational therapy, and Walker says
she was not ready to leave the
support of her close-knit family
and other resources.
So, she became a 911 dispatcher for the Palm Bay (Fla.) Police
Department, put occupational
therapy on the back burner and
earned an associate's degree in
criminal justice.

Although she liked law
enforcement, she decided to pursue an undergraduate degree in
speech/language pathology but
quickly realized that wasn't what
she wanted.
She finished the degree and
kept her job at the police department, where she was promoted to
training officer of 911 dispatchers
and later to communications
supervisor.
During her tenure there, she

became part of a hostage negotiations team, acted as the primary
dispatcher for the SWAT team and
joined the critical-incident stress
team.
"I loved it, but it was extremely
stressful," she says. "After working
there 15 years, I knew this was not
what I wanted to do with the rest
of my life."
At age 35, she faced a tough
decision: Stay in a job she loved
but had advanced as far as she

could, or go back to school.
"I realized I just had to jump
in and take the chance," she says.
Walker chose Washington
University for both the master's
program and because her father's family lives in St. Louis
and offered their support.
She was so impressed that
she enrolled in the doctoral program and conducted research
with David Gray, Ph.D., associate professor in occupational
therapy, through the Enabling
Mobility Center at Paraquad, a
non-profit organization that
promotes independent living for
those with disabilities.
Five months before Walker
graduated, her father died. She
questioned completing the program. "But I told myself I had to
finish," she recalls tearfully. "It's
what he wanted, and it's what I
wanted."
Walker has been working
full time for Paraquad since
October as a coordinator of the
Assistive Technology Reutilization Program, which provides
refurbished assistive technology
devices, such as motorized
wheelchairs, scooters and walkers, at a discount.
Gray says Walker's experience
living with a mobility limitation
taught her that assistive technologies can be the difference
between participating in activities and being left out.
"She now helps others use
these technologies to help fulfill
their life goals," Gray says.
For Walker, it is the right
career choice. "Occupational
therapy is what I wanted to do
from the beginning," she says. "I
wish I had done it sooner."
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Zafer wants to open eyes to the real Middle East
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

When asked what she's
going to do over the summer, Homa Zafer responds with a typical collegestudent answer: "Sleep," she says
with a laugh. "I miss it."
Zafer, however, is anything
but typical. She completed 20
credit hours this semester and at
Commencement will receive a
bachelor's degree in communications with a journalism emphasis
from University College in Arts
& Sciences.
Her route to the University
was circuitous.
She started writing in high
school in her native Afghanistan:
short stories, news
University College
articles,
in Arts & Sciences
columns.
Later, she
became a reporter for an Afghan
women's magazine, which
helped launch her to the position of editor in chief of a
women's magazine in Pakistan
called Sadaf.
Zafer's father also is a writer.
His pen was a strong weapon
against threats to humanity and
peace, Zafer says. His criticism of
warlords and their drug business
in Afghanistan resulted in his
family being terrorized. After
fleeing the Communist regime in
Afghanistan, the family lived in
exile in Pakistan, where her
father was a columnist.
She left Pakistan for the United States, where U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services sent
her to St. Louis.
"As soon as I arrived in St.
Louis, I started looking for a way
to improve my education," Zafer

Homa Zafer came to the United States from Afghanistan with little money and lots of courage. She
wants to use her communications degree to become a "cultural bridge" and create greater awareness
of her homeland and its people.
says. "I asked around for the best
school in St. Louis, and 'Washington University' was the answer. I
simply walked into Wash U. and
met Diane Willis, coordinator of
undergraduate advising and student services. Diane walked with
me extra miles.
"I will never ever forget, she
asked me how much money I
had," Zafer says before breaking
into laughter. "I said none. And
she asked if I had a diploma or

anything from my country, I said
nothing. She said, 'But I am glad
that you have a lot of courage,
that's great!'"
Zafer earned a scholarship
and enrolled in journalism classes. She plans to enroll in
University College again in the
fall to pursue a master's degree
in political science or international affairs.
"Homa is an unforgettable
person, and her love of learning,

resolve and tenacity are remarkable," Willis says. "Homa became
transformed by her experience
in University College both personally and academically. She
exudes a new confidence and
uses her educational experience
on a daily basis to make life better for others."
One of the ways she might
make life better involves trying
to change the way Americans
view the turmoil — and people

— of the Middle East.
"There are lots of stories
untold, especially dealing with
conflict," Zafer says. "I see a lot
of conflict in the world based on
not knowing the cultures of the
people. I can imagine myself as
being a good cultural bridge. A
lot of news I've seen is based on
rumors. It's not exact news, and
that's something that makes me
upset. I wish I could work
toward fixing that.
"I want to bring viewers and
readers closer to the issues and
to the situations and give them
more awareness about the reality," she continues. "I see lots of
things that, if Americans know
more about the culture and get
to know those people, that
would bring a big change. For
example, when I was in
Afghanistan, there were a lot of
pro-American people — a big
part of the communities.
"But America doesn't know
that because the media has generalized the issue of terrorism so
much and made it a big, big
issue," she says. "America is not a
superpower only for its modern
and equipped army; mostly, it's
because of the values that they
set as an example for the other
world.
"There are many people
around the world whose security and even life depends on
Americans," she adds. "They
have a great expectation of
America as a superpower, and
most Americans over here don't
know how much the world's
people wait for them to do
something. This is something I
want to get out there."
But that can start after she
gets a little rest this summer.

McDonnell Scholar Kato takes on medicine and law
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

When one thinks of challenging careers, law and
medicine might quickly
come to mind.
Not a problem for Ryotaro
Kato, M.D. Kato, who completed
a three-year residency in internal
medicine at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital in 2004, will receive a
doctor of law degree at the May
18 Commencement ceremony.
Born in Tokyo, Kato graduated from high school in Maryland
after moving
School of Law I there in eighth
I grade. He
returned to
Tokyo in 1991 to begin his medical studies.
"We don't have undergraduate
degrees in Japan," says Kato, 33.
"When you graduate from high
school, you are expected to
decide which field you will go
into. I thought being a physician
would make for a rewarding
career."
He graduated from the University of Tokyo Graduate School
of Medicine in 1999, followed by
an anesthesiology residency in
Japan.
He came to St. Louis in 2001
to begin his residency at BarnesJewish, which led to his being
named the School of Medicine's
Karl-Fiance Teaching Resident of
the Year in 2004.
While he considers it an
honor to treat patients, his interests were leading him toward a
career in health-care policy, looking for ways to deals with issues
such as malpractice.
"Medical malpractice is
becoming much more common
in Japan," he says. "It used to be

Ryotaro Kato, M.D., talks with Rebecca Dresser, J.D., the Daniel
Noyes Kirby Professor of Law and professor of ethics in medicine.
A native of Japan, Kato completed a residency at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital, then entered the School of Law to pursue a career with
international qualities that encompasses his interests in medicine
and bioethics.
that you would have one family
doctor you saw for your entire
life. Medicine in Japan is becom-

ing more Westernized, and with
the large amount of specialists
comes an increasing amount of

malpractice lawsuits."
So following his residency,
Kato entered the School of Law
— a good fit for the lifelong
world traveler who seeks a career
with international qualities.
"I thought that if I really
wanted to do something international, I should go to law
school," he says. "It seemed like a
fitting choice."
Such international awareness
also is fitting with the University's McDonnell International
Scholars Academy, in which Kato
is one of 18 McDonnell Scholars.
The McDonnell Academy
enrolls exceptional graduate and
professional students from
Partner Universities in Asia and
the Middle East.
The Academy provides rigorous graduate instruction and
uniquely steeps McDonnell
Scholars in a cultural, political
and social education program
designed to prepare them as
future leaders knowledgeable
about the United States, other
countries and critical international issues.
In keeping with that mission,
Kato and his fellow McDonnell
Scholars visited Washington this
spring and met with numerous
dignitaries, including Missouri's
Senate delegation Christopher
"Kit" Bond and Claire McCaskill,
as well as representatives from
the U.S. Department of Energy,
the US. Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
The Brookings Institution.
At law school, Kato developed
an interest in bioethics — a topic
he finds fascinating.
"If you have a bad heart, you
might require a pacemaker or
even an artificial heart," he says.

"But if doing so will only prolong your life a few months, is it
worth spending the thousands of
dollars surgery would require?
Those are the types of questions
I find very interesting and challenging."
After graduation, Kato will
return to the medical school as
an attending physician and will
work in general medicine at the
St. Louis VA Medical Center.
"I had considered returning
to Japan to work as a lawyer, but
the medical school was very
excited to have me back," he says.
"It's one of the best medical
schools in the nation, and I'm
thrilled to work in such a great
community."
His goal is to work as a physician and stay involved in ethics
committees and risk-management work. He'll also be teaching
students and interns.
"I might go back to Japan at
some point in my career to help
the Japanese health-care system,"
he says. "But I'd like to stay here
as long as possible. I think my
new job will be challenging, but
it's very exciting for me, too. I'm
especially looking forward to
working with extremely talented
residents and medical students of
Washington University."
James V. Wertsch, Ph.D., the
Marshall S. Snow Professor in
Arts & Sciences and director of
the McDonnell Academy, says
Kato has a bright future.
"Ryotaro Kato promises to be
a global leader on health-care
policy," Wertsch says, "and we
hope the ties he has developed
through the McDonnell
Academy will serve him well in
what promises to be a very
important future."
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Schupanitz hits high notes with music and studies
BY GERRY EVERDING

£ £ ■% o it because you love it."
I That's the credo of the
■^Amateurs, a co-ed a
cappella student singing group
that's become a favorite campus
diversion for graduating senior
and Plymouth, Minn.-native
Andrew Schupanitz.
The phrase also is an apt
motto for his academic career,
which has taken him from wouldbe pre-med freshman with strong
interests in biology and chemistry
to standout student scholar whose
research probes the subde nuances of economics, literature and
philosophy, with a focus on 17thto 19th-century France
College of
and
Arts & Sciences
America.
Recently,
his academic potential was recognized with a $32,000 Beinecke
Scholarship for graduate study in
the humanities and social sciences. A major in The Interdisciplinary Project in the Humanities in Arts & Sciences — from
which he will receive a bachelor's
degree May 18 — Schupanitz is
one of only 20 students in the
nation to receive the Beinecke in
2006.
"The Beinecke Scholarship
constitutes a great and well-merited vote of confidence in Andy,"
says Ian MacMullen, Ph.D., assistant dean in the College of Arts &
Sciences.
"The award recognizes the
sophisticated nature of Andy's
interdisciplinary work in the history of ideas, work that encompasses economics, literature and
philosophy. He is a credit to
Washington University."
The fork in the road between

Tenor Andrew Schupanitz leads members of the Amateurs, a co-ed a cappella student singing group,
as musical director. Trained in voice from childhood, he contributes two solo performances on the
group's fifth CD, but his academic interests took him into economics, literature and philosophy.
medical school and humanities
came in his first semester when
Schupanitz enrolled in the
freshman Text and Tradition
reading program and in an
economics course with Douglass C. North, Ph.D., the Spencer T Olin Professor in Arts &
Sciences and co-recipient of the
1993 Nobel Memorial Prize in
Economic Sciences.
"I thought it would be neat
to take a course taught by a
Nobel laureate, so I signed up
for North's course as soon as it

opened," Schupanitz says.
"An adviser steered me
toward the Text and Tradition
program, and those courses got
me thinking about issues underlying the 'great books' of
Western civilization," he adds.
"My studies are a melding of
these two areas."
Named a Howard Nemerov
Writing Scholar, Schupanitz
spent an intensive year studying
abroad at Oxford University.
"I don't think I've ever before
read so much in such a short

time," he says.
Schupanitz used Oxford's
five-week spring break to cram
in a whirlwind tour of Europe
that included trips to Ireland,
France, Germany, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia and Hungary.
In addition to his academic
work, Schupanitz is co-director
of One in Four, an all-male student group that provides rape
education and prevention programs.
The group takes its name
from a U.S. Department of

Justice statistic that one in four
college women has been raped
or suffered attempted rape.
Schupanitz traces his interest to
a teenage experience in which
his close friend was raped by an
acquaintance.
"Students can be uncomfortable talking about rape, so our
group provides students with
training that helps them facilitate discussions and raise awareness about how men can help
prevent sexual assault and rape,"
he says.
Schupanitz also has a passion
for music. Growing up, he took
voice lessons and performed in
school plays and choir. But he
figured music would take a
backstage to his college studies.
Somehow, he managed to do
both, finding time to perform
tenor solos and develop new
song arrangements as musical
director of the Amateurs.
The 14-member group, a
campus fixture since 1991, just
issued its fifth full-length CD,
"mmm ... Pie!" Schupanitz contributes solo performances on
"This Love" by Maroon 5 and
"Mass Pike" by The Get Up
Kids.
After graduation, Schupanitz
plans to gain political experience working as an intern in
Washington. Then, his Beinecke
Scholarship will help defray the
cost of graduate studies, perhaps
in law or a joint doctoral program that combines law with
history
Down the road, he's considering a career in teaching or
maybe the Foreign Service.
No matter where he ends up,
it's a good bet he'll remain true
to his musical credo: "Do it
because you love it." .

For Clyde, family past plays a big role in her future
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

Ielissa Clyde was raised to
give back to her Navajo
people. Her maternal
grandmother's inspiration and
hope for her family is to "keep
the fire going." This guiding
vision is Clyde's holistic path to
becoming an agent of change.
In that vein, Clyde will
receive a master's degree from
the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work at
Commencement May 18.
"I'm a Navajo woman, and
that's a big responsibility," she
says. "I am of the Water's Edge
Clan — my mother's clan —
and born for the Folded Arms
People — my father's clan. My
life and
role is soleGeorge Warren Brown
ly based on
School of Social Work
the principles of
womanhood that is not just to
be a provider or a nurturer, I'm
the caretaker of our Navajo traditions."
Tradition is a main theme in
Clyde's work and life. She knew
she was interested in the humanservice field while an undergraduate at the University of Arizona, where she helped Native
American students struggling to
adjust to mainstream campus
life.
The experience planted a
seed, one that she continued to
nurture through further work
experience and studies. She took
a summer job with the Upward
Bound Program, where she
taught leadership to Native
American students, many of

Mi

whom discussed the struggles
and social problems they and
their families experienced.
She returned home to
Gallup, N.M., and worked'with
the Navajo Nation Division of
Social Services, providing child
protective and case-management services. The job was an
eye-opening emotional roller
coaster, she recalls.
"Initially I was caught off
guard," she says. "I was not
prepared to see all the social
issues facing my Navajo people, issues of poverty, child
abuse and poor mental health
paired with the severe lack of
resources."
But seeing the struggles of
the Navajo led Clyde to dedicate her life to social justice.
"I knew after a month of
working with my Navajo people that I wanted to be a social
worker," she says.
Two years of work with the
Navajo Nation was followed by
two years as a treatment coordinator with Namaste Child
and Family Development Center in Farmington, N.M. It was
there that her supervisor convinced Clyde to earn a master's
degree.
Clyde received the Kathryn
M. Buder Scholarship, a fulltuition scholarship awarded to
Native Americans who intend
to practice social work in Native American communities.
"As a strong native woman,
Melissa honors us all through
her successes, her constant
generosity of spirit, and her
embodiment of collegiality and
the social work ethical princi-

ple of dignity and worth of the
person," says Dana Klar, J.D.,
director of the University's
Kathryn M. Buder Center for
American Indian Studies. "Her
avocation and personhood
demonstrate the reality that we
are all related."
Following graduation, Clyde
begins work as a community
development specialist with the
National Indian Child Welfare
Association (NICWA) in Portland, Ore., a private, non-profit
organization she worked for last
summer.
"As soon as I learned more
about NICWA in class, I knew it
was the place I wanted to be,"
Clyde says. "NICWA is dedicated to child welfare and children's mental health, which are
my areas of concern.
"NICWA offered an opportunity to nurture my professional growth and an opportunity to work with tribes, policymakers, state officials and other
agencies to bring awareness to
American Indian children's
overall need for protection," she
adds. "I feel comfortable at
NICWA because we are teaching the policymakers about the
culture and tradition of
American Indians."
The job lands Clyde in a
place she might have been destined for by her heritage, honoring her grandmother's hope
to "keep the fire going."
"To be a part of that small
agency and to be influential at
the national level is really
meaningful for me," Clyde says.
"I feel like I'm in the right
place."

Melissa Clyde (center) honors her Navajo heritage at the 17th
annual Pow Wow April 14 in the Athletic Complex. Her deep-rooted
sense of pride in her people led her to the social work field,
through which she will help Native American children.
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Polster explores who we are, with time on her side
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

The first person in her family
to pursue a university
degree, Heike Polster has
come a long way from the
spunky, inquisitive girl in
Bergrheinfeld, Germany, who
wanted most of all "to become a
dentist's wife," she says.
It was frequent trips to the
library that expanded her horizons. "I spent so much time
there," she recalls, "that my parents probably should have paid
them rent."
For Polster, who receives a
doctorate in
Germanic lanGraduate
guages and litSchool of
eratures from
Arts & Sciences
the Graduate
School of Arts
& Sciences May 18, timing is
everything. She launches her
academic career with a body of
research on how we think of and
perceive time.
"The dissertation stage is
tough for us," Polster says of her
convivial group of doctoral colleagues. "Basically, we sit by ourselves and write a book."
Polster's "book" examines
how narratives and aesthetic
images probe philosophical concepts of time and space.
"What engages me," Polster
says, "is how experiences such as
the Holocaust factor into the
cultural narrative that we keep
telling ourselves. Or, in the
German context, it often is the
case of not telling ourselves or
keeping silent."
Such exploration defines who
we are, she adds, and is necessary
in the post-modern environment

German-born Heike Polster discusses the novel "Austerlitz" by
W.G. Sebald, whose work she included in her thesis. The first in
her family to earn a college degree, she studied American literature
in Germany and German literature in America.
where people are overwhelmed
with news and images.

In her own case, Polster
defines who she was as a child by

saying, "Suffice it to say that I read
a lot, ran with the boys and sang
in the choir."
In her teens, she fed a passion
for culinary arts at Motherwell
Technical College in Motherwell,
Scotland. Then, she changed
course.
She entered Otto-Friedrich
Universitat in Bamberg, Germany,
and studied philosophy, history,
and English and American literature.
Through a collaboration with
her university, she came to the
United States to study for two
years at the University of Georgia,
where she went on to earn a master's degree in German literature.
At Georgia, a strong advising
committee of women — whom
Polster calls "realistic role models"
— set her on the path to academe.
She was twice recognized for
excellence in teaching with the
Outstanding Teaching Assistant
Award and also received the
Outstanding German Graduate
Student Award.
When it came time to explore
doctoral programs, WUSTL won
out. A factor for Polster was the
possibility of working with Lutz
Koepnick, Ph.D., professor of
German and of film and media
studies, both in Arts & Sciences.
Indeed, Koepnick became her
adviser.
Polster is pleased with her
choice of programs.
"Over the years, I've enjoyed
the sense of community here, the
friendly exchange among graduate
students and the excellent mentorship," she says.
Polster is a valued mentor in
her own right.
"Heike's service to the Univer-

sity in general and to the Peer
Mentoring Program in particular
has been superb," says Nancy
Pope, Ph.D., associate dean of
the Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences.
Polster also has served as a
graduate student senator, graduate student representative to the
faculty and member of the
Graduate Student Research
Symposium Committee.
This fall, Polster will put her
work into play at the University
of Memphis, where she has
accepted a tenure-track position
on the German faculty.
She is — and will make — an
excellent instructor, Koepnick
says. "Heike is a rigorous, intellectually astute and impressively
mature researcher. Her thinking
and writing are reflexive, probing,
independent. She is demanding,
very much concerned about the
progress of her students and
eager to draw the best effort from
each and every one."
In addition to her intellectual
pursuits, Polster has a sense of
recreational adventure, including
traveling and rock climbing.
"We Germans love to travel,"
she says. Her favorite destinations: "Rainy, windy places. The
Pacific Northwest, Britain and the
Baltic States."
Koepnick says that sense of
adventure defines Polster's wellroundedness.
"The fact that Heike goes rock
climbing once a week sums it up:
She has enormous focus, a great
sense of challenging herself, but
also great ability to switch off
academic efforts for a moment
and do nothing but live a good
life," Koepnick says.

Wong works to rebuild New Orleans neighborhood
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Hoffman Triangle in New
Orleans lies below sea level,
sandwiched between the levees of Lake Pontchartrain on the
north and the high banks of the
Mississippi River to the south.
During Hurricane Katrina,
floodwaters rose about 9 feet,
destroying two-thirds of the
neighborhood's housing.
Yet even before Katrina, "the
Hoffman Triangle was facing lots
of problems," says Carolyn Wong,
who will receive a bachelor's
degree in architecture May 18
from the Sam
Fox School of
Sam Fox School
Design & Visual
of Design &
Arts' College of
Visual Arts,
Architecture.
College of
Fraying inArchitecture
stitutions, vacant land and
abandoned properties exacerbated high rates of poverty and
crime. "The hurricane just
brought these issues more to
light," Wong says.
Wong, along with classmate
Rebecca Castellon, has spent most
of the spring semester crafting an
ambitious new master plan for
the Hoffman Triangle.
As part of the architecture studio "Rebuilding New Orleans,"
the pair visited the area and spent
months developing strategies to
address some of the neighborhood's most pressing problems.
Their final thesis tackles everything from water management to
housing design to energy conservation.
"The Hoffman Triangle is one
of the city's most difficult areas,
but this is a legitimate proposal,"
says Derek Hoeferlin, affiliate
assistant professor of architecture,
who led the studio.
"They didn't just try to redo
everything," adds Hoeferlin, a for-

mer New Orleans resident and
now project manager for H3
Studio Inc., one of five firms
coordinating rebuilding scenarios
for the Unified New Orleans Plan.
"They carefully assessed the
extent of damage and dealt with
conditions on the ground."
Wong, who grew up in Aurora,
Ohio, won state and national
awards for art in high school, but
as college approached, she began
contemplating a career in architecture.
"I don't think I knew exactly
what architecture was," she says
with a laugh. "I wanted to pursue
something that combined art with
other disciplines — math, science,
industry — and architecture
seemed to fit."
Wong excelled in the program,
receiving the College of Architecture's Leslie J. Laskey Outstanding Sophomore Book Award
and the Elizabeth S. Schmerling
and the Philip Richardson
Shepley memorial scholarships.
Nominated as a Fitzgibbon
Scholar, last fall she served as
architecture's senior representative at convocation and this
spring was undergraduate speaker at architecture's scholarship
dinner.
She has worked as an assistant
set designer for the Performing
Arts Department in Arts &
Sciences and as a painter and
sculptor for the Shakespeare
Festival of St. Louis.
For the past two summers,
Wong interned with the Cleveland firm Westlake Reed Leskosky,
creating models for the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music and The
Cleveland Museum of Art's Gartner Auditorium.
She spent a junior semester in
Florence, Italy, where the links
between daily life and built environment impressed her.
"Florence has iconic architec-

Carolyn Wong creates architectural models of her design for the Hoffman Triangle, a New Orleans
neighborhood devastated by Hurricane Katrina. The Ohio native helped devise a plan that would allow
the area to supply its own energy and water, with housing constructed using recyclable materials.
ture," Wong says. "But it was even
more interesting to see how
buildings are used — how people
occupy them, how they influence
local culture."
Such concerns and an eye
toward the future have informed
much of Wong's work on the
Hoffman Triangle.
For example, Wong and Castellon address the FEMA guideline
for raising homes at least two feet
above base flood elevation with a
kind of terracing, sloping the
ground beneath homes upward.

Low areas between homes would
be linked to form a series of retention ponds, which would help control flooding by draining excess
water to a nearby pumping station.
New buildings would be
designed to capitalize on natural
resources, allowing natural light
and ventilation
"We chose light gauge steel
construction because it's durable,
water resistant and termite resistant," Wong says. "In the event of
another hurricane, it can also be
recycled.

"We want to take the entire
neighborhood off the grid,
meaning that it supplies its own
energy and water," she continues.
To that end, rainwater is collected in individual cisterns,
while roof-mounted solar panels
meet most electrical needs.
"Any extra energy goes into a
community battery bank to be
stored until needed," Wong
explains. "In the event of another
emergency, we want the neighborhood to be able to sustain
itself."

record.wustl.edu

Ceremony

- from Page 1

Russert has interviewed every
major figure on the American
political scene, including President George W. Bush in a rare
hour-long interview on "Meet the
Press," as well as numerous other
world leaders and newsmakers.
In 2005, he received an Emmy
for his role in President Reagan's
funeral coverage. He won the
Radio & Television Correspondents' Association's highest honor,
the Joan S. Barone Award, as well
as the Annenberg Center's Walter
Cronkite Award for Excellence in
Television Political Journalism
for his 2000 election interviews
with Bush and Al Gore on "Meet
the Press."
Russert received a 2001 Edward R. Murrow Award for Overall Excellence in Television Journalism for his March 2000 interview with Sen. John McCain.
He is the author of two New
York Times No. 1 best-sellers:
"Big Russ & Me, Father and Son:
Lessons of Life" (2004) and "Wisdom of Our Fathers: Lessons and
Letters from Daughters and
Sons" (2006).
Russert, who was inducted
into the Broadcasting & Cable
Hall of Fame, is a trustee of the
Freedom Forum's Newseum and
on the board of directors of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington and America's
Promise - The Alliance for Youth.
Also at Commencement, honorary degrees will be awarded to:
• David C. Farrell, former
chairman and CEO of the May
Department Stores Co., doctor of
science
• Henry Givens Jr., Ph.D.,
president of St. Louis' HarrisStowe State University, doctor of
humanities
• Paul Harvey, ABC News
broadcaster, doctor of journalism
• William S. Sly, M.D., the
Alice A. Doisy Professor and
chairman of the Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology and the James B. and
Joan C. Peter Endowed Chair in
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Saint Louis University,
doctor of science

• Shirley M. Tilghman, Ph.D.,
president of Princeton University,
doctor of science
Commencement will begin
with the traditional academic
procession into the Quad, which
will be led by honorary grand
marshal Morton E. Smith, M.D.,
professor emeritus of ophthalmology & visual sciences and
associate dean emeritus.
Smith is an ophthalmic pathologist, a subspecialty of ophthalmology and pathology that focuses on diseases of the eye and
neighboring tissues. He is a teacher, leader and friend to countless
medical school students and graduates. He continues to mentor residents when they see patients in
the clinic and teams with other
faculty to plan the best treatment
for cancer patients whose disease
may affect their eyes.
An internationally recognized
clinician and gifted educator with
infectious enthusiasm for ophthalmology, Smith's students have
honored him with nearly a dozen
teaching awards. The University
awarded him the Founders Day
Distinguished Faculty Award for
excellence in teaching in 1976.
In addition, he was recognized
by the University with a Distinguished Service Award in 1999,
which honors high quality of instruction, strong relationships
with students inside and outside
the classroom, reputation for
scholarship and distinguished
service. He also received two
Distinguished Service Teaching
Awards and a Distinguished
Alumni Award from the Washington University Eye Alumni.
The Baltimore native earned
a bachelor's degree in 1956 and a
medical degree in 1960, both
from the University of Maryland.
Smith was named assistant
professor of ophthalmology and
pathology in 1967, then was promoted to full professor in 1975.
During a nearly 30-year period,
he not only taught and mentored
students, but also was on the
attending staff of Barnes-Jewish
and St. Louis Children's hospitals
and the John Cochran Division of
the St. Louis VA Medical Center.
Smith added an administrator's hat in 1978 when he was
named assistant dean of the
School of Medicine. He was pro-

moted to associate dean of continuing medical education and
postgraduate education and
received emeritus status in 1996.
Smith was chairman of the
steering committee that founded
the American Association of
Ophthalmic Pathologists in 1976.
He is a charter member who
served as the organization's pres- ,
ident and on its board of directors. He was a director of the
American Board of Ophthalmology from 1992-99.
Smith and his wife, Paula, an
artist, have three children, Jill
Smith of Minneapolis; Erica
Nicholson of Boulder, Colo.;
Brian of St. Louis, an artist who
has a piece displayed at the
Farrell Learning and Teaching
Center; and two grandchildren.
Also at Commencement,
approximately 125 alumni from
the Class of 1957, celebrating
their 50th reunion, will march in
the opening procession.
For the 27th consecutive
Commencement, the program
will begin with music by The
Mighty Mississippi Concert Band
of St. Louis, under the direction
of Dan Presgrave, music director/conductor of the Washington
University Symphony Orchestra,
the Washington University Wind
Ensemble and the St. Louis Wind
Symphony.
Tasha Nicholson, who will receive a bachelor of arts in music
in Arts & Sciences, will sing
"America the Beautiful."
Ryon Buchman, treasurer of
the senior class, will deliver the
student Commencement greeting (see story on page 1).
Conferral of academic degrees
will follow, with the deans of
each of the schools and Edward
S. Macias, Ph.D., executive vice
chancellor, dean of Arts & Sciences and the Barbara and David
Thomas Distinguished Professor
in Arts & Sciences, assisting
Wrighton.
After the conferral of degrees,
Wrighton will deliver his message to the Class of 2007.
Charles Broze, who will
receive a bachelor of music, will
conclude the ceremony by
singing the "Alma Mater."
Afterward, the University's
schools win hold receptions for
graduates and their guests.

Commencement speakers
ore than a dozen distinguished individuals will
speak at Commencementrelated events for graduates and
their friends and families.
Tim Russert, the managing
editor and moderator of NBC's
"Meet the Press" and political
analyst for "NBC Nightly News"
and the "Today" show, will deliver
the address at the main Commencement ceremony at 8:30
a.m. May 18 in Brookings
Quadrangle.
Other speakers are:
Amanda Boxtel, president of
Amanda Boxtel Inc., international professional speaker and coach,
and co-founder of Challenge
Aspen, for the Program in
Occupational Therapy at 1:15
p.m. May 18 in Graham Chapel.
Iiane Hancock, visiting assistant professor of architecture in
the Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts, for the College of
Architecture/Graduate School
of Architecture & Urban Design
Diploma Ceremony in the
Brookings Drive Mall immediately following the main Commencement ceremony.
Bernard Lo, M.D., professor
of medicine and director of the
Program in Medical Ethics at the
University of California, San
Francisco, for the School of
Medicine at 3 p.m. May 18 in the
Ferrara Theatre at America's
Center, 701 Convention Plaza.
Andrew C Mertha, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of political science and of International and
Area Studies and a fellow in the
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Center for Political Economy, all
in Arts & Sciences, for the College
of Arts 8c Sciences at 10 a.m. May
17 in the Field House, Athletic
Complex.
Jeff Pike, the Jane Reuter
Hitzeman and Herbert F. Hitzeman Jr. Professor of Art and dean
of the College of Art and Graduate School of Art in the Sam Fox
School of Design & Visual Arts,
and Cannon Colangelo, the E.
Desmond Lee Professor for Collaboration in the Arts and dean of
the Sam Fox School, for the College of Art/Graduate School of Art
Recognition Ceremony at 8 p.m.
May 17 in Graham Chapel.
Susan I. Rotroff, Ph.D., the
Jarvis Thurston and Mona Van
Duyn Professor in the Humanities, chair of the Department of
Classics and professor of art history and archaeology, all in Arts &
Sciences, for the Graduate School
of Arts & Sciences in Edison
Theatre immediately following
the main Commencement ceremony.
Scott Ruta(MSPT'95),
founder of Whitefish Physical
Therapy & Sports Rehab Inc., for
the Program in Physical Therapy
at 1:30 p.m. May 18 in The
Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648
Washington Blvd.
William C Schoenhard, executive vice president and COO of
SSM Health Care, for the Health
Administration Program at noon
May 18 in the Grand Ballroom of
the Sheraton Clayton Plaza Hotel,
7730 Bonhomme Ave., Clayton.
Kent D. Syverud, J.D., dean of

the School of Law and the Ethan
A.H. Shepley University Professor, for the School of Law at
Mudd Field immediately following the main Commencement
ceremony.
James S. Turley, chairman
and CEO of Ernst 8c Young, for
the John M. Olin School of
Business Graduate Diploma and
Awards Ceremony at 3 p.m. May
18 in the Athletic Complex.
Jonathan & Tomer, Ph.D.,
the Barbara J. and Jerome R. Cox
Jr. Professor of Computer Science in the School of Engineering & Applied Science, for the
Graduate School of Engineering
8c Applied Science at 2 p.m. May
18 in Edison Theatre.
Michael Willis (B.A. '73,
M.Arch '76, MSW 76), founder
of Michael Willis Architects,
for the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work in
Graham Chapel immediately
following the main Commencement ceremony.
Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton for the School of
Engineering 8c Applied Science
Recognition Ceremony at 2:30
p.m. May 17 in the Athletic
Complex.
Neil Yaris (B.S. '86), managing director at Credit Suisse, for
the John M. Olin School of
Business Undergraduate Diploma and Awards Ceremony in
the Athletic Complex immediately following the main Commencement ceremony.
— Neil Schoenherr

Speaker
- from Page 1
management side of computers. I
think the two degrees complement each other quite well."
This summer, Buchman plans
to complete a management training internship in Jacksonville, Fla.,
with Citigroup Inc., a financial
services company based in New
York. If all goes well, he'll continue
with the company next year.

Beyond the classroom
An active student in high school,
Buchman got involved in student
government early in his WUSTL
career.
His freshman year, he was on
the council of the Rubelmann
and Umrath Residential College.
He's also been involved in the
Congress of the South 40; class
council; and Red Alert, the student fan group for WUSTL athletics.
"Ryon is a quiet leader who
truly leads by example," said
Elizabeth Williams, administrative assistant to the Dean of
Students and adviser to Red
Alert. "For the past three years, he
has been solely responsible for
creating our Red Alert calendar
that is given to all incoming
freshmen on move-in day.
"Ryon is a perfectionist in the
best possible way," she continued.
"He expects a lot from himself
and is his toughest critic, but he
also doesn't take himself too seriously. He is conscientious, dependable and caring. He is also
brilliant, and I expect we'll see
great things from him in the

Africa

- from Page 1

both sets of skills — direct medical practice and communication
to the public — are important
for what I want to do."
Among the things she wants
to do are shape public policy in a
way that addresses global injustices, as well as serve as an emergency medicine physician.
Wen's early experiences
strongly influenced her current
pursuits. When she was 8 years
old, her family immigrated to the
United States from Shanghai,
China, in search of a better life.
They hoped to escape the repressive Cultural Revolution, during
which her parents, a professor
and an engineer, spent time in
jail because they were academics.
Her parents also wanted to
find a healthier environment for
Wen, who suffered from severe
asthma attacks that resulted in
frequent trips to the hospital and
a partial lung removal.
The new environment in the
United States proved therapeutic
for her health: Wen hasn't had an
asthma attack since moving here.
But relocating was difficult.
Because her parents couldn't find
good paying jobs that matched
their former status, her family
spent years living in impoverished conditions. Wen helped
support them by participating in
piano competitions, working at
summer camps and doing odd
jobs.
She entered California State
University, Los Angeles (CSULA)
when she was 13, earning a bachelor's degree in biochemistry,
summa cum laude, in 2001 at
age 18.
While at WUSTL's medical
school, Wen's list of accomplishments also has been impressive.
She took a leave to serve a oneyear term as national president of
the American Medical Student
Association (AMSA), the nation's
largest independent organization
of physicians-in-training, based
in Reston, Va.
As president, her duties
included representing 65,000
physicians-in-training, conducting leadership training for 125
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future."
Buchman has been involved
with Residential Technology
Services and the Student Technology and Resource Support
program, serving as a computer
technician and help desk member.
Recently, most of Buchman's
time has been focused on programs for the senior class.
"Our big goal this year has
been to get the seniors together,"
he said. "It's our last year, and
we've had a lot of great memories. We want to let everyone soak
it all in before we have to say
goodbye."
The year started with a meetand-greet barbecue and a senior
trip to Memphis, Tenn. As well,
several Career Center events were
held to help seniors get ready for
the "real world."
The annual Senior Week May
8-15 featured a St. Louis Cardinals baseball game, a visit to
Mount Pleasant Winery and the
Chancellor's Dinner followed by
the Senior Gala.
It also included the Senior
Transition series — programs on
topics such as how to cook, how
to rent an apartment and how to
fix a car — to prepare students
for life outside of college.
True to his Red Alert roots,
Buchman is a spirited cheerleader
for the University. In reflecting on
his time on campus, he knows
WUSTL was the right school for
him.
"It was the perfect choice," he
said. "There are so many opportunities here. Anything I wanted
to do, I've been able to get involved with. I've enjoyed everything I've done, and I wouldn't
have it any other way."
national leaders and overseeing a
$3.5 million budget. She led
AMSA to introduce three pieces of
legislation in the 107th Congress
and founded the Medical Student
Disaster Relief Program in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina.
Wen served as a Global Health
Fellow at the World Health Organization in Geneva researching
trade policies and access to medicines and as a U.S. Department of
Defense David L. Boren Fellow
working on conflict and HIV in
Kigali, Rwanda.
She has been appointed by the
secretary of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services as
a member of the Council on
Graduate Medical Education,
which advises Congress on physician workforce and medical education.
Additionally, Wen received
the medical school's Antoinette
Frances Dames Prize in Physiology, a James E. Slater Award
from the Phi Kappa Phi national
honor society, a Katherine E. Carter Award in Scientific Writing,
the CSULA Raul Henderson
Eagle Pride Award in Service and
Leadership, a National Institutes
of Health Fogarty Minority International Research Training Fellowship, an Arnold and Mabel
Beckman Foundation Research
Fellowship and a Howard Hughes
Medical Institute Biomedical
Professional Development
Scholarship.
Despite her many responsibilities, Wen finds time for Middle
Eastern dancing, creative writing
and running.
Through her Rhodes Scholarship, Wen will pursue a master's
degree in economic and social history at the University of Oxford
this fall.
"Addressing inequities in
health, in the U.S. and globally,
is the driving force in my life,"
she said.
To read Leana Wen's winning
essay in The New York Times'
Win a Trip With Nick Kristof contest, visit mednews.wustl.edu/
news/page/normal/9513.html.
To view a video of Wen on
The Times' Web site, visit
nytimes.com/marketing/winatrip.
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Kent D. Syverud, J.D., looks to the audience to take a question for former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who visited
the Danforth Campus in February at Syverud's request. Syverud was one of O'Connor's first clerks when she reached the bench.
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"Thinking strategically
Kent D. Syverud
helps the School
of Law develop a
'cohesive identity'

BY JESSICA MARTIN

Becoming dean of a law
school wasn't in Kent
D. Syverud's strategic
plan.
"I don't believe in
taking jobs because of the jobs
they lead to," says Syverud, J.D.,
dean and the Ethan A.H. Shepley University Professor at the
School of Law. "I believe in taking jobs because they're the
steps that are the most sensible
growth experiences for you at
the time. I didn't become a professor to become a dean. I became a professor to become a
professor. And I loved each step.
I've gotten so much from each
job I've taken."
Now, Syverud is enjoying
planning the future of the law
school.
"My favorite part of my job
right now is thinking strategically how to make this law
school the best place to learn to
be a lawyer," Syverud says. "The
faculty, staff and students at the
law school are amazing, and I
think you avoid complacency by
refusing to assume that you've
already fixed every problem and
that the only thing you need to
do is the same thing you did the
year before. You constandy reexamine everything you do and
ask how to make it better. That
includes what you do in the
classroom and what you do outside the classroom."
Syverud notes that the law
school's plan for the future
includes expansion of the faculty, substantial improvement of
job opportunities for law students across the nation and the
world, investment in interdisciplinary programs with other
schools and colleges, development of exciting international
programs — particularly in Asia
and in Europe — and continued
extraordinary attention to student recruitment.
"One of the things that
makes Kent such an effective
dean is that he has a strategic
vision for the law school, and he
tries to ensure that all of the
programs of the school are contributing toward that vision,"
says Daniel L. Keating, J.D., vice
dean of the School of Law and
the Tyrrell Williams Professor of

Law. "The net result of this
approach to leadership is that we
are developing a cohesive identity as an institution. By working
towards the same goal, we are
better able to maximize the
impact and visibility of our faculty's energy and creativity."

A homecoming
Before coming to the University,
Syverud planned to return to the
professor role after spending
eight years as dean of Vanderbilt
University Law School.
Serving on a Northwestern
University accreditation team

foundation for our School of Law
as one of the premier institutions
in the United States. This spring,
Kent was instrumental in bringing Chief Justice of the United
States John Roberts and former
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor to the
Danforth Campus."
Accepting the deanship at the
law school also gave Syverud the
opportunity to return to his geographical roots.
"My wife, Ruth Chen, and I
very much liked returning to the
Midwest," he says. "My family is
originally from South Dakota,
and I grew up on the edges of
the Midwest and lived most of
my life in the Midwest. So for us,
it's returning home in many
ways."
Chen, Ph.D., is a research

"One of the things that makes Kent such
an effective dean is that he has a strategic vision
for the law school, and he tries to ensure that
all of the programs of the school are
contributing toward that vision."
DANIEL

with WUSTL Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton helped convince him
otherwise.
"I was going to spend a year
teaching and writing at Cornell
and the University of California,
Berkeley and then return to the
Vanderbilt faculty, but as things
turned out, I gave up the Berkeley position in order to start as
dean here," he says.
"I spent two days with Mark
at Northwestern and came to
appreciate what a unique leader
and person he is, and that made
me willing to look at Washington
University when the position
became available," he continues.
"I had several friends who I'd
known over the years who were
on the faculty here who worked
hard to recruit me, including
Dan Keating. The more I looked
at St. Louis and at Washington
University, the more it seemed
like a great opportunity."
He became dean Jan. 1, 2006.
"Kent has been a wonderful
addition to the senior leadership
team at Washington University,"
Wrighton says. "In his short tenure as dean, he has built a strong
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associate in the School of Engineering & Applied Science.

Making a difference
Syverud entered graduate school
thinking that he would earn a
doctorate in economics and
enter government service, but a
scholarship stipulation requiring
him to go to law school put him
on a different path.
"I had an extraordinary
teacher in law school who
opened my eyes to both the
intellectual possibilities in law
and opportunity to make a difference in the world through
law," he says.
After law school, Syverud
clerked for U.S. District Court
Judge Louis Oberdorfer and was
chosen by O'Connor to be one
of her first clerks.
"My clerkship with O'Connor
was a very formative experience
in my understanding of law," he
says. "While working for her, I
was exposed to someone with a
wide range of experiences that
really changed how I looked at
law."
Syverud spent a few years as a

trial lawyer in Washington before
he decided to enter academia,
where he developed an outstanding reputation as a teacher and a
scholar in complex litigation,
legal education and civil procedure.
"I loved every aspect of litigation," he says. "I'm not one of
those people who dislike litigators or the trial process. I enjoy
both the competition and the
efficacy in it. But then, once I got
into my academic career, I just
loved teaching and writing."
Teaching is where Syverud
found that he could make a difference through the law.
Prior to becoming dean at
Vanderbilt law school, he was a
professor at University of
Michigan Law School.
"I've taught 5,000 students
now in an array of courses," he
says. "I think the biggest impact
professors have is through the
students they teach; and therefore, I think my main impact has
been the degree to which I've
been a good teacher and a
demanding teacher."
Syverud especially has enjoyed
teaching at WUSTL.
"I've taught five classes so far
in the last year-and-a-half, so I've
already taught several hundred
students here," he says. "They are
the best students I've taught.
They are smart, civil and argumentative, and they want to make
a difference in the world. I find
that that nourishes me every day.
I've also enjoyed working with
faculty — I've just been terrifically impressed by how dedicated
they are to the institution."

Kent D. Syverud
Title: Dean of the School of Law and
the Ethan A.H. Shepley University
Professor
Education: Bachelor's degree,
Georgetown University, 1977; juris
doctoris, University of Michigan
School of Law, 1981; master's degree
in economics, University of Michigan
Rackham School of Graduate Studies,
1983
Family: Wife, Ruth Chi-Fen Chen,
Ph.D., research associate in the
School of Engineering & Applied
Science, and sons Steven, 21; Brian,
19; and David, 18

